Mr. Sergeant's 
SERMON 


ON THE 


Cauſes and Danger of Deluſions 


IN THE 
Affairs of RELIGION. 


} 


ſ 


THE 


"Cauſes and Danger 
DEL U 8 IONS 


IN THE 


Affairs of RELIGION, 


Conſider'd and caution'd againſt, 


With particular Reference 
TO THE 


Temper of the preſent Times. 


. 


SERMON 


| Preach d at Spring field, April 4.1743. 


In the Audience of the aſſociated Paſtors of the County 


of Hampſhire. 


UP DU VOL OVAL DVD UA UP 


By John Sergeant, M. A. A 
Paſtor of the Church of CR IST in Stockbridge. 


UP ee eee 
Publiſh'd at the Deſire of the Hearers. 
S DUDE . eee 


Bos rox, Printed for S. ELior in Cornhil. 17432: 


. X 
" ' - P 
_— "ER 
1 „ —— "YY —— — 
. ——— Sa. 2 5 b a „* — OI „ AG _— 8 —_—_— 2 — „ a Y AS «= tr 1 . I £464 
* » = 


ST PREFACE. 


DX ORs S the prevailing religious Differences upon the 
CRAE TE EST . 7 . A 

85 Points conſider d in the following Sermon, and 
. 2 WE the unreaſonable Heats and Animoſities ariſing 
Von thence, gave Occaſion to treat this Subject 


tainly as neceſſary as Truth is important. 22 an infalli- 
7 


how confidently ſoever a Sect may boaſt i ſelf to be Orthodox, 
ight to challenge the 


of a middle Way in the following Diſcourſe ; not from an 
Averſion to either Side; but becauſe Truth ſeemed to lead me 
thither. What is here made publick is ſubmitted to the Judg- 
ment ;A the Candid and Impartial. Nor do I defire any, that 
may think the following Pages worth their Reading, to lay aſide 
the ſtricteſt Severity of their Judgment, provided only, that 
they maintain the Candour of impartial Judges, N 


PREFACE. 


Jam not indeed ſo vain, as to think, that every Thing here 
ſaid, will gain the Approbation of every Reader. T he Ser- 
mon is not calculated to gratify thoſe, who are deeply engaged in 
a party Spirit. But T hope I ſhall be pardn'd, if I preſume 

it, that my Situation in a remote Part of the Land, where 
have had but little Occaſion to be heated with intemperate 
Zeal, on one Side or the other, has given me ſome Advantage 
to conſider and treat of theſe Matters with Calmneſs and Mo- 
deration, aud without that Bias upon my Mind which, it may 
be, might have ſibay d my T ho'ts much more towards one Side 
or the other, had Providence fix'd me in ſome other Place, 


where the Fire of Contention has raged ts the Deſtruction of 


fo much Charity. I hope therefore Readers will not invent 
groundleſs Surmiſes to prevent their own Profit in peruſing the 
following Diſcourſe. For as my Intention was to ſet theſe 
Matters in a true Light, I hope the Defetts and Miſtakes, 
that may be met with, will not be imputed to any direct Inten- 
tion to conceal any neceſſary Truth in this Affair, or to miſre- 
preſent any acknowledged Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 

There is, I ſuppoſe, a Number of ſerious. well-meaning 
People in the Country, affected with a true Concern about 
Things of the higheſt Importance, apprehenſive of Danger, 
and really defirous of Information in thoſe T hings, which have 
been ſo much conteſted of late. For the Sake of ſuch as theſe 
it is chiefly, that I conſented to the Publication of what was 
heard from the Pulpit with ſome Degree F4 Approbation. If 
what is here publiſh'd ſerves to eaſe and direct the Minds 4 
People of this Sort, or may be the Means of correcting the 
Mijtakes of any others, it will be a Satisfaction to me, the 
Praiſe of which I deſire may be given to the Father of Lights, 
and God of Peace, | | 


J. Sergeant. 
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And for this Cauſe GOD ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſion, that 
they ſhould believe a Lie : T hat they all might be damned, 
who believed not the Truth, but had Pleaſure in Unrigh- 


teouſneſs, 
rr HES E Words are Part of a Paragraph 
88 EO which begins at the 7th verſe, For the 
. My/tery of Iniquity doth already Work : 
. T Only he who now letteth, will let, until 


= he be taken out of the May. And then 
ESE; * ſhall that Wicked be revealed, whom the 
oppoppopepÞ Laer ſhall conſume with the Spirit of his 


Mauth, and fhall deſtroy with the Brightneſs of his Coming: 
Even him toe Coming is after the Working of Satan, 177 
| X a 


L. 4 * 
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all Power, - and Signs, and lying Wonders. . And with all th, 


n . 
_ 
W * 


Deceivableneſs of . in them that periſh ; be- 1. 
cquſe they received not the Love of the Truth, that they might If 
be ſaved. And for this Cauſe, &c. In which Paſſage is Re 
contained a Prediction of a certain Perſon, that ſhould be W 
inſtrumental of perverting many from the Faith of the W 
Goſpel, and from that Holineſs it requires, by Means of tio 
thoſe artful Tricks and deceitful Wonders he ſhould work 
by the Aſſiſtance of Satan; which ſhould prove very ſuc- ] 
ceſsful in deceiving Perſons-prepared for ſuch Deceit, by tha 
the Viciouſneſs of their Diſpoſition, and Love of Wicked- Fo, 
neſs, and their Averſion to the Truth of the Goſpel : 
Which vicious Diſpoſition and habitual Wickedneſs of ] 
their's made it juſt in God to ſuffer them to be thus delu- poſ 
ded, and made to believe a Lie. , 
Who the Perſon-here deſign'd is, I ſhall not now at- in C 
tempt to determine, K dre: 
4s a | ned, 
But the Reaſon, as you may probably conjecture, of my 
chooſing theſe Words to be conſider'd at this Time, is the I 
preſent Poſture of religious Affairs in tie World, and in to / 
this Land in particular ; when there is ſo much Matter of I. e. 
Amuſement and Diſpute, and ſo much Deceit ſuppoſed to Opp 
prevail in the reſpective contending Parties. | * 
3 in 
Nor do I deſign to apply Characters here given to par- ſo t 
ticular Perſons or Parties of Men; leaving that invidious a Li 
| Province to thoſe who have more Confidence and better N 
N Abilities. | 
1 „ a „„ V 
But as you are, doubtleſs, all of you, more or leſs 275 


amuſed and ſtumbled perhaps, at ſome Things of unuſual 
Aſpects; and as we are all in ſome Degree in Danger, M 
except we are very watchful over our own Hearts, and an 
careful to preſerve, by divine Aſſiſtance, an honeſt Integ- 27 
rity of Mind, in danger of incurring_ that moſt awful of Gor 
divine Judgments, to be left of God to /?rong Deluſion to 14 
believe a Lie, that we all might be damned, if we belicue. 4 
ine 


as ha 
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the Truth, but have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs : The Caſe, 

I fay, being ſo, it will not perhaps be tho't improper, that 

I ſhould give you ſuch Inſtructions, and lead you to ſuch 

Reflections, as the Occaſion of the Times ſeems to require: 

Which I propoſe, by divine Aſſiſtance, to do from theſe 

Words, after I have prepared the Way in the Conſidera- 
tion of the three following Things, viz. 


I. In what Senſe God is ſaid to ſend Men frog Deluſi 
that they ſhould believe a Lie: Or a Set of falſe Doctrines. 
For this Cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſion, &c. 


II. Shew what ſort of Perſons are moſt eminently ex- 
poſed to this moſt awful divine Judgment. 


III. That ſuch as believe not the Truth, but have Pleaſure 
in Unrighteouſneſs, continuing ſo, ſhall not eſcape a meſt 
dreadful Condemnation. T hat they all might be dam- 
ned, &c. . , 


I. Then, we are to conſider in what Senſe God is ſaid 
to /end Men firong Deluſion, that they ſhould believe a Lie: 
i. e. A Set of falſe Doctrines, or erronious Principles, in 
Oppoſition to the Truths of the Goſpel. For as the 
Goſpel is wont, in the New-Teſtament, by Way of E- 
minence, to be called the Truth, Eph. 1. 13. Jam. I. 18. 
ſo thoſe Doctrines which are contrary to it, are call'd 
a Lie; i. e. falſe Doctrines, or erronious Principles, and 
wrong Notions of Things. IPD 


What we render ftrong Del»/ien here, is in the Original 
the Efficacy of Error, or Deceit ; Gad ſhall ſend them the 
E fricacy of Error, or Deluſion; i. e. very prevalent or 
. powerful Error. "Thus God is ſaid in Scripture to harden 
Men's Hearts. le hath 1Mercy en whim be will have Mer- 
cy; and whom he will he hardneth, Rom. 11. 18. And he 
13 ſpoken of by our Saviour, as hiding the Things of the 
Goſpel from the 7/7/e and Prudent. And he is repreſented, 
as having blinded the Eyes of the Jews, and hardned their 
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Hearts, that they ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, nor un- 4 
derſtand with their Hearts, and be converted, and healed, Þ 
John 12. 40. in the ſame Manner, as God is ſaid here to 
ſend ftrong Deluſion, powerful and efficacious Error among 
Men, to make them believe a Lie; a Set of falſe Doc- 


trines, and miſtaken Notions of Things, 


Now this is a ſtrong Manner of ſpeaking, to repreſent - 


the Power of divine Providence concurring, and ſo con- 


cern'd in all Events, that nothing happens without our 7 
heavenly Father: while at the fame Time, the Seripture 
is very careful to teach, that God is no Way the proper 


Author of moral Evil. 
In Anſwer therefore to the Enquiry, I ſhall obſerve, 


1. Negatively. That when God is faid to ſend Men 
flrong Deluſion, that they ſhould believe a Lie; we are not to 
take it, as if God in an immediate and efficacious Manner 
wrought upon the Minds to cauſe them to err from the 


Truth, and receive a Lie. This Suppoſition would bear 
too hard upon the moral Perfections of God, and make 
him the efficient Cauſe of Sin; which would be to blaſ- 


pheme his holy Name: Who ever abhors that which is 4 
evil, nor can be the Author of it. As it would be plainly ©? 


to contradict the Scripture, as particularly Jam. 1. 13, 


I4,'I5, Let no Man ſay, when he is tempted, I am tempted ; 
of God : For God cannot be tempted with Evil, neither tempt- © 
eth he any Man. But every Man is tempted, when he in 


drawn away of his own Luſis and enticed. Then Luft, 
ꝛ0hen it hath conceived, it bringeth forth Sin: And Sin, when 
#t 1s finiſhed, bringeth forth Death. As alſo, 1 John 2. 16, 
All that is in the World, the Luſt of the Flaſb, and the Luft 


of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, lut 


7s of the Warld. But, 


2. Poſitively, God may be ſaid to ſend Men ſtrong De- 
luaſten that they ſhould believe a Lie, when he permits and in 
his holy Providence directs thoſe Errors to be * 
| | wit 
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with Induſtry, with great Appearance of Truth, and with 
many concurring Circumſtances to make them like the 
Doctrines of God, whereby Men of corrupt Minds are 
liable to be deceived. For it is uſual in the Language of 
Scripture, to ſpeak of God as the Author of thoſe Things 
which happen only by his Permiſſion, and under the Di- 
rection of his Providence. So he is ſaid to put a lying 


Spirit in the Mouth of Ahab's Prophets, when by the 


Hiſtory of the Fact it only appears, that he gave a lying 
Spirit leave to enter into them. Now Things, which 
come to paſs by the Permiſſion of God, and under the ſpe- 
cial Direction of his Providence, may, according to an uſual, 
Way of ſpeaking, hoth in Scripture and common Life, be 


* attributed to the Will and Power of God : For in the Per- 


fo 


＋ . 5 


miſſion of a Thing, there is the real Act of the divine Will, 
tho? it be not the proper Cauſe of what happens in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Permiſſion, Again, | 


Secondly, God may, where Men by habitual and obſti- 
nate Wickedneſs have prepared themſelves for ſuch De- 
luſion, withold from them the Reſtraints of his Grace, 
and give them up to the prevailing Influence of their Luſts. 
If the Caſe of Perſons be that deſcribed in Prov. 1. 29, 30. 
T hat they have hated Knowledge, and did nat chooſe the Fear 
of the Lord. If they would none 85 Wiſdom's Caumſel: If 
they have deſpiſed her Reproof : Or if, in the Language of 
our Saviour, Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 
their Deeds are evil: If they hate the Light, and will not come 
'to it, left their Deeds ſhould be reproved : If, in the Stile of 
the Apoſtle, they put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 
Darkneſs ; bitter for ſeveet, and ſweet for bitter; God 
ſometimes. thinks fit, in righteous Judgment, to leave 
them to the Infatuations of their own Counſels ; and fo 


the Things of their Peace are hid from their Eyes. This was 


the unhappy Caſe of the People of 1/rae!, of whom God 
ſays, Pſal. 81. 11, 12. My People would not hearken to my 
Voice, and Iſrael would none of me: So gave them up 10 
their own Hearts Luſts, and they walked in their own Coun- 
els. Which was likewiſe exactly their Character, and 

„ miſerable 
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miſerable Fate, in the Times of our Saviour and his A- 
poſtles. Thus alſo God dealt with the Gentiles, ſuffer- 
ing all Nations in Times paſt to walk in their own Ways : 
The Reaſon of which is aſſigned by St. Paul, in the firſt 
Chapter to the Romans: For „ Becauſe that when they 
& knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
« were thankful, but became vain in their Imaginations, 
<< and their fooliſh Heart was darkened. And changed 
«« the Glory of the incorruptible God into an Image made 
6 like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four-footed 
6 Beaſts, and creeping Things. Wherefore God gave 
< them up to Uncleanneſs, thro' the Luſts of their own 
4 Hearts, to diſhonour their own Bodies between them- 
cc ſelves : Who changed the Truth of God into a Lie, 
<< and worſhipped and ſerved the Creature more than the 
6 Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. For this Cauſe God 
<c gave them up to vile Affections. And even as they 
<< did not like to retain God in their Knowledge, God 
c gave them over to a reprobate Mind, to do thoſe 
«© Things which are not convenient. 


Thirdly, God may moreover give Men up to the 
powerful Infatuations of the Devil, And accordingly that 
wicked one is ſaid to be the Spirit that worketh in the Chil- 
dren of Di ſobedience, Eph. 2. 2. And we read of ſome, 
that are ſnared and taken Captive by him at his Will, 2 Tim. 
2. 26. And this ſeems clearly ſuppoſed in the Caſe before 
us, where the wicked One, the Man of Sin, and Son of 
Perdition is defcribed, as coming after the working of 
Satan, with all Power, and Signs, and lying Wonders, and 
with all Deceivableneſs of Unrightcouſneſs in them that 
periſh. | 


And thus God may be ſaid to ſend frong Deluſion, when 
he permits falſe Doctrines and erronious Notions to be 
ropagated with great Appearance of Truth, in artful 
Diſguiſes, for the Trial of Men's Integrity; and when 
thoſe tobe have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs are deſerted Dy 
ls 
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ſtrong Deluſion to believe a Lie. 
_ dwell long, having in a great Meaſure prevented my ſelf, 
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his Grace, and left to their own Hearts Luſts; and are 
moreover given up to the Infatuations of the Devil. 


IT. I am to ſhew whatSort of Perſons are moſt eminently 
expoſed to this awful divine Judgment, to be given up to 
On this Head I need not 


in what has been ſaid already. Their Character is with 
ſufficient Plainneſs pointed out in the Context and Text, 
as well as in other Parts of Scripture. They are ſuch as 
receive nat the Love of the Truth ; but have Pleaſure in Un- 
rightecuſneſs ; Perſons of reſolved and obſtinate Wicked- 
neſs : Such as the Scripture deſcribes under the Characters 
of Hardneſs and an impenitent Heart ; an Heart fully ſet in 


\ them to do Evil ; ſelling themſelves to work IV ickedneſs. Per- 


ſons who hate the Light of divine Truth, and rejoice in Ini- 
quity ; who grieve the Holy Ghoſt, and obſtinately reſiſt 
his Strivings with them. Ina Word, thoſe who in an 
eminent and emphatical Senſe, are habitual and wilful 
Sinners, whether in openProphanenefſs of Life, as ſome, or 
under the Diſguiſes of Hypocriſy, as others ; which was 
eminently the Caſe of the Scribe; and Phariſees in our Sa- 
viour's Time; and is now the Caſe of all thoſe, who 
turn the Grace of Cad into Laſciviouſneſs ; and preſume up- 


on Impunity in Sin, becauſe they are not under the Law, 


but under Grace. Perſons of this Character are of all Men 
moſt in Danger of being given up to frong Deluſion, that 
they ſhould believe a Lie. 


I proceed to obſcrve, 


III. That ſuch as believe not the Truth, but have Pleaſure 
in Unrighteouſneſs, continuing fo, ſhall not eſcape a moſt 
dreadfulCondemnation. T hat they all might be damned, &c. 
I ſay, continuing ſa, becauſe *tis poſſible, and ſometimes 
no doubt, the Caſe, that thoſe, who anſwer to this Cha- 
racter in a great Degree, who do not believe the Truth, but 
have Pleaſure in Unrightesuſneſs, are afterwards convinced 
and converted by the Power of divine Grace; God act- 


img 
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ing in this Matter with the Freedom of a ſovereignly good 
and righteous Governour, having Mercy on whim he will 
have Mercy, and hardiing whom he will, “ For tho? it 
« be without Doubt a Truth, that God never hardens 
& any, but ſuch as have highly deſerved to be made ſignal 
« Examples of his juſt Severity; yet among the many 
e who give him ſufficient Provocation to treat them in 
&« ſych — it is certain, that he hath Mercy on ſome, 
cc and hardens others, as it ſeemeth good in his Sight, *. 
But however this be, it is a certain Truth, that thoſe, who 
continue not to receive the Love of the Truth, but {till to have 
Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs cannot eſcape a moſt awful 
Condemnation, For they reject the only Means of their 


Recovery from a State of Sin and Death; refuſing the 


Truth, which alone can make them free. And this is plainly 
ſuppoſed in the Text ; that they all might be damned, who 
 balieve nat, i. e. continued not to belicve the Truth, but had 
Pleaſure i. e. continued to have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. 


The IMPROVEMENT follows. 


1. Let Sinners be hence caution'd againſt throwing off 
the Blame of their own Wickedneſs from themſelves, and 
caſting it upon the infinitely holy God. Do not ſay, nor 
ſuffer your ſelves to think, if I am under the Power of 
ſtrong Deluſion how can I help it, ſince *tisGod that ſends 
thoſe Deluſions that I ſhould believe a Lie: And who can 
reſiſt the Power of his Might © Let no Man ſay when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God. Then is a Man tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his ownLuſts and enticed. And if 
God in any Meaſure leaves you to Deluſion, to embrace 
Error for Truth; to be govern'd by your own Heart's 
Lufts without the further Re/traints of his Grace, or gives 
= up to the Infatuations of the Devil; it muſt in this 

aſe be ſuppoſed, that you have firſt harden'd — 
rebell'd 


* See Dr. Wiggleſiuorth's two Diſcourſes on Rom. ix. 
18. where this Matter is treated with great Judg- 
ment and Correctneſs. 
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ing to others, who have not yet been ſuffer*d to fall into 


true of other the like Habits of Wickedneſs. Can the 
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rebell'd with obſtinate Wickedneſs, and griev'd his holy 
Spirit; that you have not received the Love of the Truth, 
but have had Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. Tis your own 
'Sin and Folly therefore has undone you. 


2. Hence let all be ſtirred up to take heed to themſelves, 
that they do not indulge themſelves in anyCourſe of known 


" habitual Wickedneſs in the Love of Unrighteouſneſs, and 


in Oppoſition to the Truth, leſt they provoke God to ſend 
them ſurong Deluſion, to believe a Lie, under the Power of 
which they will flatter themſelves into eternal Deſtruction, 
"Tis true, your meer forc'd Abſtinence from the groſs 

Acts of Sin does not give you any Title to the divine Mer- 

cy, tho” if it be done out of Regard to divine Authority, it 

will be a probable Step towards it : As on the other Hand, 

it is certain, that by giving a looſe to your corrupt Incli- 

nations, you put yourſelves into the Way to be infatuated 

in the Practice of Sin. How many unhappy Inſtances in 
Life are there of this, that Perſons beginning and yielding by 
Degrees to the Practice of Debaucheries, ſo habituate 
themſelves to it, that 'tis next to impoſſible ever to reclaim 
them ! This is abundantly evident in the Inſtance of 
Drunkenneſs: When an Habit of it is once contracted, 
the beaſtly Appetite becomes entirely Maſter of the Man. 
And in vain almoſt does Reaſon remonſtrate againſt it, 
in vain does Conſcience check in a ſober Hour, in vain - 
does Intereſt and Self-Preſervation plead againſt it, in vain 
are the Terrors of divine Wrath ſet ag uch Perſons ; 
and in vain almoſt do they form any Reſolutions to refrain. 
How wretched is their Condition, and how ſure do they 
ſeal their own Damnation! This is an awful Conſidera- 
tion, but a too melancholy Truth; and ought to ſink deep 
into the Hearts of ſuch Wretches; and be a folemnWarn- 


that moſt hateful and dangerous Vice. And the ſame ts 
Ethiopian change his Skin ? Or the Leopard his Spots? 


T hen may ye alſo that are accu/%omed to de Evil, learn to dr 
Ill. | : 
99 
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| - { $0 far is it from being true, what ſome have, in ſtrange 
Contradiction to Reaſon, Experience and the Scriptures, in- 
culcated of late, that the moſt notorious Sinners are in a 
more probable Way for Converſion and the Grace of God, 
than Perſons of a more regular and moral Life. Such Per- 
ſons may indeed be awaken'd, and in ſome Degree hum- 
bled and reform for a Time : But, alas ! How often 
does it happen, that they relapſe into their old Habits ; 
and after they have felt much of the Power of God's 
Word and Spirit, return again to their former Folly, A. 
the Dog to his Vomit, and the Sow that was waſhed to her 


Wallowing in the Mire. 


Be adviſed therefore to keep at the greateſt poſſible 
Diſtance from all known Sin. And wait on God with 
earneſt and inceſſant Prayer, to renew you in Soul, Spirit 
and Body, that from a good Principle of Sanctification 
within, you may be prepared with Chearfulneſs and De- 


light to perform all Acts of holy Obedience. 


3. Let all be hence caution'd to watch againſt all Error 
in Judgment, as well as //7ckedneſs in Life. God moſt 
reaſonably expects of us the hone/? Uſe of the Powers of 
Nature he has given us; that we uſe our Reaſon and 
Underſtanding to find out his Will ; and that our Wills 
and Affections be govern'd by Reaſon and Judgment; 
that what we judge to be wrong we avoid, and what we 
knw to be right we carefully put in Practice. 


And yet I do not mean, that we ſhould lean to our own 
Under/tanding, or be prudent in our Sight. But that we 
honeſtly and ſincerely take thoſe Meaſures to inform our 
ſelves, which God has afforded us ; and with Dependance 
on divine Aſſiſtance heartily ſet our ſelves to the Practice 


of thoſe Things we &now to be right. 


There are a thouſand Ways, in which Perſons may be 
deluded in the great and important Affairs of Religion 
and Eternity; and to which they are expoſed, if they ds 

not 
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not Iove the Truth, or if they have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſ= 
neſs. Nor is it improbable, that many do at this Day thus 
impoſe upon themſelves, One would indeed hope better 
Things of thoſe, who make Profeſſion of Religion from 
what they ſuppoſe the Experience of the effectual Work 
of divine Grace upon their Hearts. And yet if the Vor- 
ſo much talk'd of be not, in this Reſpect, more extraordi- 

nary, than has been known in paſt Ages, (and I would to 
God it was ! ) *tis to be feared, there are not a few, who 
in the Notion of chriſtian Experience are left to miſerable 
Deluſion : While others, on the other Hand, who make 
little or no Pretences to ſuch inward ſenſible Experience 
on their own Hearts, are many of them left, at leaſt are 
liable to be left, to the ſame frong Deluſion, that they ſhould 
believe a Lie; that they might be damned; and both Sorts, 
becauſe they receive not the Love of the Truth, but obey Un- 


righteau ſneſs. 


What I propoſe now therefore is, with all Humility 
and Care, to make ſome Obſervations, that may perhaps 
be proper to be tho't of, and uſeful to direct both Sorts of 
Perſons in the preſent State of religious Affairs in the Land. 
And I truſt, I may fo far preſume upon the Candour of 
my Hearers, as to aſſure my ſelf, that no one will vainly 
ſurmiſe, that what I ſhall now ſay on this Head, is de- 
ſigned in a Spirit of Oppoſition to any Man or Party of 
Men, but that it will be taken, (as indeed it is) for the 
ſincere Judgement of my own Mind, without any partial 
Regard to the Opinions or Doctrines of any Party at all, 


And firſt, I would obſerve a few Things relating to 
that Zxperience which is ſo much talk'd off, and made the 
almoſt only Mark of Difference between the Children of 
God, and the Children of the Devil. And that I may be 
the better underſtood, I would conſider, 


1. What we are to underſtand by Experience. 
C 2. What 
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2. What Experience is to be look'd upon as genuine, 
and the ordinary Steps, at leaſt, by which Perſons: are 
brought to the effeFual Underſtanding and Practice of 
Chriſtianity. 


2. Point out thoſe Deluſions | Perſons are liable to in 
this Matter, 


1. Then, if it be aſk'd, what we are to underſtand by 
chriſtian E xperiences----T anſwer only in the General, that 
by chriſtian Experience we are to underſtand all that Train 
of Thoughts, inward Feelings of Heart, in the Exer- 
Ciſe of the ſeveral Paſſions and Affections, which preceed 
and accompany the effectual Acceptance of Chriſt, and 
the Goſpel Salvation. | 


The Subject is antecedently ſuppoſed in the Language of 
Scripture, to be dead . andò ius, to be under the ha- 
bitual Government of Luſt and corrupt Affections. Nor can 
. It be thought any one is brought out of this State of Sin and 
Guilt into aState of Peace and Reconciliation withGod, and 


to a Dominion over the reigning Power of his Luſts without 


' ſenſible previous Preparation, a ſucceſſive Train of Tho'ts, 

Reaſoning and Reflection, ſtruggles of Corruption, Tumults 
of Paſſion, the inward Senſe of Perverſeneſs and Oppoſi- 
tion. In a Word, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that a Per- 
ſon can paſs under that divine Change, which the Scrip- 
ture calls being barn again, paſſing from Death to Life, be- 
ing turned from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan to God, or becoming a true and fincere Penitent, 
without a ſenſible Commotion in the Soul; the various 
Exerciſe of the Tho'ts, Paſſions and Affections. The 
leaſt Reflection upon human Nature, will, I think, cor- 
vince any one of the Truth of all this. Now the inward 
Feeling of this Revolution in the Soul is what is, or ſhould 
be meant by chriſtian Experience, We are, 


2. To conſider what Experience is genuine, and the 
ordinary Steps at leaſt, by which Perſons are brought 2 
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the effectual Underſtanding and Practice of Chriſtianity ; 
when the Subject is before ſuppoſed entirely deſtiture of 
the true Spirit of Religion and Devotion to God ; which 
*tis to be fear'd, is the unhappy Caſe of the greater Part 
cven of Chriſtians come to Years of Underſtanding. * 


And, 

I. It is, I think, plainly neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that a 
Perſon, thus under the habitual reigning Power of Sin, 
muſt be awaken'd to conſider and apprehend his Danger 
in ſuch a State of Sin and Rebellion againſt God. With- 
out this the Springs of Action cannot be moved. The 
Perſon will {till remain thoughtleſs and unconcern'd about 
himſelf ; and therefore give the Reins to his corrupt In- 


clinations. This is ſo manifeſt upon the plain Principles 


of human Action, and fo agreeable to the univerſal Doc- 
tine of Scripture, that it need not be inſiſted on. 


What Degrees of Terror one ſhall have, or how near 
he may apprehend his Danger to be, is no Way neceſſary 
to be determined. It is only neceſſary to be ſuppos'd, 
that he is ſo far awaken'd as to be put upon Conſidera- 
tion, and to be ſtirred up to Action. Agreeable to what 
the Pſalmiſt obſerves of himſelf, thought on my Ways, 
and turned my Feet unto thy Teſtimonies. 


— * \ ls 


* Whether there are not ſome, who, from their earlieſt 
Infancy, by the ſecret, powerful Influence of divine 
Grace, have the Genius and trueSpirit of Chriſtianity, 
gently infuſed into them, without any ſuch ſenſible 
Commotion, is a Queſtion does not fall within the 
Compaſs of my preſent Deſign to determine. That 
the Caſe may b: fo, none, I believe, will queſtion : 
And that in ſom? rare Inſtances at leaſt, *tis really 
io in Fact, has generally been agreed. Would to 
God there were a thouſand Inſtances of it where 
there is one 

1 Pfſal. 119. 59. 
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A Perſon being awaken'd to conſider and apprehend 
Danger, 


2. There muſt be ſuppoſed to follow or accompany it 
a Cinviftion of Guilt : i. e. a Senſe of Sin, or a Conſciouſ- 
zeſs of having tranſgreſſed the Law of God: Done thoſe 
Things he ought not to have done, and left undone thoſe 


Things he ſhould have performed; A Senſe of an evil“ 


Diſpoſition, a great Depravity and Corruption-of Heart. 
This muſt be ſuppos'd as the Ground and Reaſon of Re- 
pentance, For if one is not conſcious to himſelf of Guilt, 
he has nothing to repent of ; nor any Ground to appre- 
hend Danger, or to fear the divine Diſpleaſure: This is 
ſelf-evident ; and a Matter about which no one can en- 
tertain any reaſonable Doubt. 


And here a vaſt Multitude of Sins, with a thouſand ag- 
_ gravating Circumſtznces, may occur to the Mind, which 
may heighten a Perſon's Guilt, in his own Senſe of Things, 
to an high Degree, and fill him with great and diſtreſſing 
Concern about himſclf ; while his Sins are ſet in Order 
before his Eyes, and appear more in Number than the 
Hairs of his Head. And yet, at the fame Time, his 
Heart may ſeem as hard as a Stone : 7. e. He cannot find 
any Relentings and ingenuous Grief of Heart, for having 
been thus wicked and unmindful of God: But is perhaps 
at Times in a fort of an Amazement and bewilder'd State, 
that he knows not which Way to turn himſelf : Senſible 
of Sin, but as ſeems to him incapable of Repentance. But 
whatever ſtrange and unuſual Poſture one may be in by 
the Tumult of his Thoughts, and the Concurrence of a 
Variety of Paſſions, mixt and blended together, or follow- 
ing each other in ſwift Succeſſions, while he is under the 
Apprehenſions of unpardoned Sin; the true Conviction, 
properly ſpeaking, is nothing elſe, but a Conſciouſneſs or 
inward Senſe of Guilt, or in the Language of Scripture the 
Conſcience accuſing, and the Heart condemning, for 
having done thoſe Things which are wrong and forbidden, 
or being wanting in what ſhould be found-in one, 


And 
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And here in ſome there may be great Reſiſtance and 
Oppoſition to this Senſe of Things; a thouſand Excuſes, 
Extenuations and Apologies for a Time made : And this 
generally in Proportion to the Love one has to thoſe 
Things and Ways, which are now acknowledged to be 
wrong. 


3- There muſt be ſuppoſed Sorrow 0 of Heart in ſome 
Degree, for having provoked the juſt Reſentments of di- 
vine Anger, We can ſcarcely ſuppoſe a Perſon in any 
due Meafure awakened, and convicted of Guilt, without 
ſome Degree of Sorrow for it; i. e. at leaſt a ſincere and 
hearty Wifh, that the Caſe had been otherwiſe. *Tis 
true, the Heart may yet, notwithſtanding Awakenings and 


1 Convictions, be deſtitute of that ingenuous Melting, Soft- 


ning and tender Grief which may be afterwards, and a- 
riſes from a Senſe of having abuſed divine Goodneſs and 
Grace, and is the proper Character of true Penitents. 


To this we may add, 
4+ There muſt be a deep Senſe of one's Inability to help 
one's ſelf, and procure Deliverance from this State of Dif- 
treſs and Guilt, either by making Attonement for Sin, and 
giving Satisfaction to the Demands of the divine Law, and 
the Rights of Juſtice ; or even to deliver one's ſelf from 


the Dominion of Sin: *Tis I think, univerſally agreed 


among thoſe, that own the Doctrine of Chriſt'sSatisfaction, 
that the Pardon of Sin, and the Right of Life conſequent 
upon it, are entirely owing to Chriſt's Merits in his medi- 
2:orial Obedience to the Death. If this therefore be the 
Caſe, (as I think the Scripture abundantly teaches) tis 
the moſt reaſonable Thing in the World, that the guilty 
Rebel ſhould he brought to oacknowledze his own Forfeiture 

of Life and every Bleſſing, and that it is not in thePower of 
his Hand to ranſom his own Soul : For if he could, why 
Jhould Chriſt have laid down his for that Purpoſe. 


*Tis moreover acknowledged by all that own the Con- 


currence and Efficacy of divine Grace in Regeneration, that 
3 * 
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tis not in the Sinner's Power to beget himſelf to a divine 


and ſpiritual Life ; and to gain the Conqueſt over his own n 
Luſts: Which, if it be the Caſe, as undoubtedly it is, b 
what can be more reaſonable, than that a Perſon ſhould f 
be brought, with a feeling Senſe, to acknowledge his own 8 
moral Impotency, when he has v9/untarily yielded himſelf the a 
| Servant Vin, to obey it in theLuſts theresf : For if it be true, 
that God begets us again of his own//ill, and if thoſe, who are 
made theChildren of God are born nat of Blood, nor of the Mill 0 
of the Flaſb, nor of the Will of Man, but of God, tis certainly a 
reaſonable that this Point ſhould be owned. But while L 
one apprehends himſelf able to help himſelf, he will not n 


readily apply to another for it. To ſuppoſe this, were to 
ſuppoſe what is contrary to the natural Pride of Men's F 

Hearts. Why indeed ſhould one apply to another for Ir 
Help, when he can help himſelf? T he Il hole have no need 
— Phyſician, but they that are ſick, It I can ęſtabliſb a - 


ghteouſneſs of my own, that will anſwer my Neceſſities, C 
F. | what need have I to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of God ? 
3 If I can attone for my Breaches of the Law, what need | G 
have I to look to Chriſt's Attonement ? Or if I can do 
| ſome ſingular Honour to the broken Law, ſo as to be | = 


juſtified by it, what need I depend upon the Grace of Gd | N 
thro* Chriſt for a Right to Life? Or if I can ſubdue my 


ownLufts, and by my own nativeStrength get the Victory c 

over Sin, what occaſion have I of Help from another ? F * 

} | So that without this Senſe of ones [nability to fave one's Þ — 
ſelf, no Body will ſeek Salvation from Chriſt, who is the I . 
1 auly Name under Heaven given, whereby we muſt be ſaved. — 
1 This Senſe of one's own Inability, ſeems therefore a ne- — 
i ceſſary Part of chri/tian Experience. = 
5. It muſt be ſuppos'd in genuine chriſtian Experience, Ti 
that the Soul is humbled before God: I mean brought to T. 


ſuch a Senſe of Guilt as to acknowledge God's Right to c 
puniſh it by the Execution of the Sentence of the broken os 
Law ; to own the Equity of the righteous Governour, 
if he ſhould condemn, And thus the Mouth muſt be 


ſtopped, and the Perſon become guilty in his own Senſe for 


* of 
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: 


. 


in the Affairs of Religion. 23 


of Things before God: And acknowledge that he would 


be juſt if he ſhould ſpeak, and clear if he ſhould judge. And 
ſo to throw himſelf at the Foot of divine Mercy, in the 
Senſe of the humble Publican, ſaying, God be merciful to 
me a Sinner. 


This may be done, while a Perſon is wncertain in his 
own Apprehenſion, whether God will ever be merciful 
to him or not; and it may be is even upon the Borders of 
Deſpair. But that he ſhould really deſpair of Help in the 
Mercy of God is by no Means neceſſary, as ſome ſeem to 
teach. For this would be to caſt Reproach on the infinite 
Mercy of God in Chriſt, and to contradict his gracious 
Invitations to the greateſt of Sinners. Much leſs is it any 
neceſſary Part or Concommitant of this Humiliation, that a 
Perſon ſhould be brought ſo to reſign himſelf into the 
Hands of an angry Judge, as to be put into a Sort of calm 
Compoſure of Mind, in a Kind of [ndifferency what be- 
comes of him, whether he be ſaved from the Wrath of 
God, or caſt into the everlaſting Flames of Hell; as ſome 
ſeem to expreſs themſd ves. But certainly in my Opinion 
thoſe, who teach thus, are ſufficiently ignorant of human 
Nature, and very inattentive to the Doctrines of Scrip- 
ture: For why are we threatned with the awful Terrors 
of Hell, but to excite us to flee _ the Mratb to come? 
But the Fear of Hell is inconſiſtent with ſuch a ſuppoſed 
State of Indifferency, whether we be caſt into it or not. 
And till more abſurd is it to ſuppoſe, as ſome have done, 
that *tis a neceſſary Part of Humiliation, that a Perſon 
ſhould be made willing to go to Hell, and reſide in Tor- 
ments for ever : Which certainly in the Nature of T hings 
is impoſſible to one, that has any Senſe of what Hell means. 


This cannot be till we firſt ſuppoſe Hell to looſe all its 


Terror: Which is in Effect zo take away the very Notion 
of that Place of Torment. | 


"Tis true, a Sinner in his Humiliation muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be brought to the Foot of ſovereign Mercy, ſo as to 


forego all Pleas of Right to the divine Fayour, and to = 
or 
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for Grace in the humble Senſe of an unworthy Beggar : To 
fee himſelf andane by his own Folly, and to acknowledge 
himſelf a awful Captive in the Hands of Juſtice ; and as 
our Saviour expreſſes it, condemned already. Further than 
this I know not, that either the Reaſon of Things or the 


Doctrines of Scripture carry us. 


Thus the Publican pleads ; and thus the Predigal comes 


to his Father with this Confeſſion, Father, I have ſinned 
againſt Heaven, and in thy Sight, and am no more worthy t9 
be called thy Son: While it is evident, that the Hape he 
conceived of his Father's Compaſſion was one Con/ideraticn 
that mov'd him to return to his Father's Houſe, 


6. It is moreover to be ſuppoſed, in genuine chriſtian 
Experience, that a Perſon, at ſome Time or other, has an 
affecting Senſe of the Sufficiency, Fullneſs and Willingnets 
of Chriſt to ſave ; and that accordingly from the Teſti- 
mony of God concerning him in the Scriptures he docs 


receive and ſubmit to him in all the Parts of his Character, 


as Prophet, Prieſt, King and Exemplar, to whom he is to 
endeavour to conſorm himſelf both in Temper and Life. 
And this is what, I ſuppoſe, is commonly called cleſing 
with Chriſi by Faith, or in the better Stile of Scripture 
receiving him. As many as received him to them gave he 
Pawer to become the Sons of Ged, even to them that belicurd 
on his Name. Now to receive Chriſt plainly means upon 
the Credit of the Teſtimony of God concerning him, ſincerely 
to acknowledge him in all Parts of his Character, ſince the 
ſame Te/timony of God, which is the Ground of Faith in 
any one Part of his Character, is the Ground of it in every 
other; and in Conſequence of this Acknowledgement ot 
the Truth of the divine Teſtimony, to refign our ſelves 
to him, to put our Truſt in him, having our only Dc- 
pendance upon him for Pardon and for Life in the Way 
of his Appointment, and therefore heartily to embrace 
that zvbz/e Scheme of Religion, which he has taught and 
revealed in the Scripture. For 'tis plainly not enough, 


either in Reaſon ôr in the Scripture Senſe of Things, 
101 barely 
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barely to aſſent to the Teſtimony of God, while that Aſſent 
reſts only in the Head, as a meer ſpeculative Notion ; but 
it muſt reach to and affect the Heart. For as every Truth 
and Doctrine is to be received with that Attention of Mind 
and Affection of the Heart, which belongs to the Impor- 
tance of it; ſo Faith taken in that practical Senſe, in which 


. *tis ever conſider'd in the New Teſtament, when ſpoken 


of with Commendation, always ſuppoſes in it the C:nſent 
of the Will and the Concurrence of the Actions towards 
the Object believed, All this ſeems ſo evident in Reaſon 
and Scripture, that I necd not dwell on this Head. 


I will only further obſerve, that it is no wncommon 
Thing perhaps, that Perſons, eſpecially if ſomewhat ig- 
norant, or if they have been deeply concern'd about the 
Affairs of their Souls, have in this Caſe ſome frong Im- 
reſſians made upon their Imaginations, and ſeem to appre- 
hend the Perſon of Chriſt, in a more lively Manner than 
uſual, as it were with open Arms ready to receive them *. 
But certainly this in itſelf is of no Importance : It ſeems 
only neceſſary here, that the Under/tanding be in ſome 
good Meaſure 1 of the Dignity of Chriſt's Perſon, 
as Mediator, and that he be acquainted with the Nature 
and Deſign of his Offices, and the Doctrines of his Reli- 
gion. Without this a Perſon's Faith in him will be very) 


imperfect. 


* If ſuch Impreſſions made upon the Fancy or Imagi- 
nation were conſider'd only as natural Effects, Peo- 
ple would not be apt to lay ſo much Streſs upon 
them. And yet, I think, he is but little acquainted 
with humane Nature, that does not know that ſuch 
Impreſſions naturally ariſe from or accompany the 
Paſſions raiſed high and ſtrongly fix'd upon any Ob- 
jet. There are few People but have experienc'd 
this in worldly Matters: And why it ſhould not be 
ſuppos'd, where the Object of the Paſſion is divine, 


it will be hard to aſſign a Reaſon, 
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7. Conſequent to this *tis uſual for Perſons in a greater 
or leſs Degree to be fill d with Comfort and religious Jay, at 
leaſt to have Peace of Conſcience, founded in the Appre- 
benſion of having complied with the Terms of Pardon and 
Acceptance with God. Nor is it, in my Opinion, unrea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that God may in gracious Condeſcen- 
tion to an humble returning Sinner, give him ſpecial Views 
at that Time of his Favour towards him, and give him 
Joy in believing : That as there is Foy in Heaven over one 
Sinner that repenteth, ſo the Sinner himſelf may take a Part 
of that Joy. That the Mind in this Cafe ſhould at leaſt 
be compoſed to Calmneſs and Reſignation in a comfortable 
Hope and Peace in God ſeems very reaſonable to ſuppoſe. 
And indeed, I believe, it is no uncommon Thing for a 
netu Convert, eſpecially if in the Heat of Youth, when the 
Paſſions of Nature are vigeraus, to have from Time to 
Time more ſenſible Emotions of religious Foy, than after- 
wards, when perhaps the Judgment, Vill and Reſolution 
are more /trongly fixt for God; which, in my Opinion, 
is a Thing of far greater Value, than preſent Starts of 
Paſſion, and the tranſient Sallies of devout Affection. 


8. Lafth, After ſuch an Acceptance of Chriſt with the 
whole Heart, and ſome Apprehenſion of the Mercy of 
God in him, *tis uſual for the Heart to melt in ingenucus 
Grief, and the Eyes perhaps to low in Tears; and be 
deeply affected with a Senſe of the Baſeneſs of Sin, and to 
be filled with Shame for having provok'd a God of fo great 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion ; and to form the moſt xcalcus 
Reſolutions againſt offending him any more. And this 
Temper perhaps is the me/t ſure Evidence of true Repen- 
tance, and an ectual Work of Grace in the Heart, of 


any Thing elſe whatſoever. And yet, if it could be ſup- 


poſed, all this, that has been deſcribed, and whatever clic 
of this Kind may be thought of, is nothing, unleſs it be 


confirmed by the after Fruits of new and holy Obedience, 


with a tender Conſcience in the faithful Diſcharge of al! 
the Duties and Offices of a chriſtian Life. For indeed the 
£nd of all this Preparation is, that Men might live 20 
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to God, purging themſelves from all Pollutions of Fleſh and 
Spirit, and perfecting Holmeſs in the Fear of G; while 
they loo for the bleſſed Hope and glorious Appraring of the 
great God, and their Saviour Feſus Chri/?, coming to render 
to every Man according to his Warks. 


Before I proceed to the next Head, I would take No- 


- tice of two Things relating to this inward Experience be- 


fore deſcribed, 


1. Firſt, That it ten happens, that a great Part, or 
perhaps the / hole of this Proceſs, is carried on by ſome 
particular Texts of Scripture powerfully impre/ſs*'d upon the 
Mind. However, this, I think, is no Way neceſſary to 
be ſuppoſed. For we are begotten again with the Ward of 
Truth, i. e. the whole Scheme of the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, not any one particular Text, tho* this Work in 
the Heart may be much carried on in this Way. | 


2. Again, It may be obſerv'd, that this whole Proceſs 
may be paſled thro' by ſome in a fhorter, by others in a 
much longer Time. The preciſe Space of Time for it 
cannot be determined. Only in the General, I believe, it 
will hold for a true Obſervation, that by how much the 
more ſudden a ſuppoſed Compverſion is, by ſo much the more 
Reaſon there is to doubt of the Genuineneſs of it, and 79 
ſuſpect it will not prove efectual. This Obſervation is 
agreeable to the general Character of humane Nature in 
all other Determinations, and I believe Experience will 
confirm it in this. And this, I think, our Saviour plainly 
eno* intimates in ſeveral of his Diſcourſes, particularly in 
the 14th Chapter of Luke 28,33. For which of you 


- © intending to build a Tower, ſitteth not down firſt and 


© counteth the Coſt, whether he have ſufficient to finiſh 
it? Leaſt haply after he hath laid the Foundation, and 
ce is not able to finiſh it, all that behold it begin to mock 
„ him, ſaying, This Man began to build, and was not 
ce able to finiſh. Or what King going to make War 


« againſt another King, ſitteth not down firſt,and conſult- 
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cc eth, whether he be able with ten Thouſand to meet 
cc him that cometh againſt him with twenty Thouſand ? 
«© Orelfe while the other is yet a great Way off, he ſendeth 


< an Ambaſſage, and deſireth Conditions of Peace. So 


„ likewiſe, whoſoever he be of you, that forſaketh not 
c all that he hath, cannot be my Diſciple, *? 


I proceed, 
3. To point out thoſe Deluſions Perſons are liable to in 
this Matter of Experience. And here, | 


1. The great Danger lies in taking the Appearance of 


this Proceſs of Experience for the Truth of the Thing, 
and ſo re/ting ſhort of an effeFua! Converſion to God. 


In almoſt every one of theſe Parts of Experience I have 
taken Notice of, there is Danger of Miſtake. One may 
be in a /ittle Degree awaken'd, and yet not be thoroughly 


{tirred up to the Reſolution of Action, | 


In Conviction Perſons may take the meer pannic Fear 
of Hell, and preſent Apprehenſions of immediate divine 
Vengeance for the Cnviction of Sin. Whereas, in Truth, 
there may be the m9 awful Amazement and Terror of 
Mind, fo as to deprive one of the Uſe of Reaſon, and 
Strength of Body: And yet be no true Conviction at all. 
For Cynviction, properly ſpeaking, is nothing elſe but the 
Conſcience of Guilt, in a Senſe of having tran/gre//ed the 


Law of God. But there may be the greateſt Horror and Di- 


ſtreſs of Mind without any ſuch Senſe of Guilt : as is ma- 
nifeſt in the Caſe of many melancholly Perſons, who yet 
would not be guilty of Sin for all the World. And Per- 
tons alſo in a meer Fright may be ſill'd with all imaginable 
Diſtreſs without any ſufficient Cauſe. And truly good 
Men from the meer Seftneſs of their Diſpoſition, and the 
Tenderneſs of their Conſciences are, perhaps, eſpecially 
if Perſons of weak Underſtandings, as liable to ſuch 
Fannic Dread, as any others. When their Conſciences 
acquit them, meer growidleſs Fear may condemn them. 
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As ſome notoriouſly wicked Perſons alſo may be thrown 
into all the Amazement of diſtreſſing Fear without any 
true Conviction of their Sin. Here . Perſons of 
corrupt Minds are liable to frong Deluſion, 


In Humiliatim alſo Perſons are liable to be deceived, 
by depending upon ſome outward Eapr or on of it, inſtead 


of the true Temper of Humility wrought in the Heart. 


Perſons may in great Amazement and Agony of Mind 
throw themſelves upon the Ground and wallow in Aſhes ; 
and yet their Hearts be never humbled : But may do all 
this in meer Hypocriſy, and under a Notion of doing ſome 
extraordinary Honour to God in Atonement for their former 
Offences : While the Heart till rebells againſt God, and 
ſecretly juſtifies it ſelf. One may deſpair of the Mercy of 
God, and yet not be humbled before him. For he may 
deſpair from wrong Apprehenſions of God, and the Re- 
demption of Chriſt ; and not ſee truly his own Guilt, nor 
own the Juſtice that might frike him dead. 


Again, In the Point of receiving . „ nothing is eaſier 
than for one to be deluded and made to believe a Lie; 
eſpecially if he be one that has Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. 
For he that receives Chriſt receives him juſt as he appreheiids 
him; if therefore his Apprehenſion be wrong, his recei- 
ving him is vain. He may conſider him «nly as a kind 
condeſcending Saviour, ready to reſcue him from Hell, 
without apprebending him as a Prophet to teach him, or as 
a King to rule, or as a Pattern to whoſe Example he is to 
be conformed, Certainly in receiving Chr.ſt is included 
the receiving the Religion of Chriſt ; at leaſt this is im- 
plied, as the Conſeguence of it: And yet how caly is it for 
a Perſon to fatter himſelf, that he has received Chriſt, 


when he un ler /t and, little of the Religion he has taught, 
and is perhaps in many Inſtances actuated by a Spirit 


directly cant rary to it! Would to God there were 10 
unhappy Inſtances of ti. is Sort! 


Again, 


and expect to be j 


30 TheCauſes & Danger of Deluſion 


Again, If one underſtand by receiving Chriſt the per- 
ſuading himſelf that Chri/'s Righteouſneſs is his, and de- 
pending with Confidence upon it for Juſtification : As ſome 
ſeem to mean nothing elſe by it. May not this be a meer 
groundleſs Preſumption and ffrong Deluſion ? For why may 
not a Man, if he be ignorant and ſo taught, depend on the 
Righteouſneſs of Chri jk ith the moſt confident Perſuaſion, 

ified by it, while yet he is an Enemy 
to God 55 wicked Works ? That this is a ſuppoſable Caſe 
few, I believe, will queſtion, and that it was in Fad the 
Caſe of ſome in the Beginnin of Chriſtianity, there are 
Intimations plain eno' in the Epiſtles. Why elle does St. 
Paul take Notice of that Reproach caſt upon the Doctrine 
of Grace, Let us de Evil that Good may come? And why 
does he aſk, Shall we continue in Sin that Grace may abound © 


And why again does he ſay, I/ while tue ſeek to be juſtified 


Chriſt, we our ſelves alſo are foundSinners, is Chriſt there- 
fore the Miniſter of Sin? Ged arr And why does St. 
—— in his Evite undertake to correct with ſo much 
Exactneſs and Propricty, ſome m:/?aten Notions concern- 
ing Faith ? And why docs he atk that convincingQueſtion, 


I hat doth it profit, my Brethren, though a Man ſay he hath 


Faith, and hath not Works © Can Faith fave him? And 
why are we told of ſome, that turn the Grace of God into 
Wantameſs ? Certainly to receive Chriſt truly, is to re- 
ceive him in the zvhole of his Character, and all the Doc- 
trines he has taught, 


If again to receive Chriſt be only to believe, that he died 
for me, and [rved me with an everlaſting Love ; which ſeems | 
to he ſome Men's Notion of Faith; may I not flatter my 
ſelf of this in vain © How know [I but this is a ſtrong De- 
luſion, that I ſhould believe a Lie, that I might be damned'; 
becauſe I receive not the whole Truth, but — Pleaſure iu 
ſome wnrighteous Practice: Which yet, I may perſuade 
my ſelf, that Chriſt will over-/o24, becauſe he has ſat his 
Love upon me from E — 
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Again, With Regard to religious Comfort and Foy, no- 
thing is eaſier than Deceit in this Point, Joy is a good 
Symptom, or otherwiſe according to what *tis founded 
on. There is a falſe, or rather a prowndleſs Joy in Reli- 
gion, as well as a true Joy in believing. Joy, tho” raiſed 
to the higheſt Pitch, directly proves nothing, but a cer- 
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If therefore your Perſuaſion be 
wrong, your Joy is without Foundation. A Perſon, that 
by the meer Force of Fancy perſuades himſelf, that he 
ſhall in a little Time wear the Crown of Great Britain, 
may be as much, nay more tranſported with that Expec- 
tation, than he that has a true Title to it, How many 
vain Enthuſiaſts have had the higheſt Tranſports of Joy 
without Foundation? As a MMahometan may be carried 
away with the Expectation of Paradiſe, under the Influ- 
ence of the vain Imagination, that his Prophet has a par- 
ticular Kindneſs for him; tho' he can give no Reaſon 
why. k 


Again, There may be ſome Meltings of Heart for Sin, 
and' Tears ſhed on the Account of it ; (which, as I have 
obſerv'd, is perhaps the moſt evident Token of true Re- 
pentance) and yet all this Appearance riſe nothing above 
the meer Principles of Nature; at leaſt ſuch Remorſe 
may be ſo /lighty as to make no laſting Impreſſion, nor 
be Fectual in the Life. Experience is a ſufficient Wit- 
neſs to this. How often is this the Caſe of fick-bed Pe- 
nitents ? This Senſe of Things may wear off, and the 
ſame Habit of Mind ſtill remain. 


Thus thro” the whole Proceſs of this Experience, there 
may be the Appearance of the Thing, without the Reality 
of it, at leaſt in any abiding Effect; which is the great 
Thing to be regarded. 


I may well therefore caution you to take heed, 
leſt in this Matter you be left to frong Deluſion, 


Nor 
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Nor let any one preſume with too much Confidence to 
ſay, I know aſſuredly, that my Experience is right, nor 
can I doubt, but *tis the very /York of divine Grace in 
my Soul, Tis, in my Opinion, a much better Sign of 
the Truth of Religion in the Heart, for one to be jealous 
over himſelf with gedly Jealouſy, eſpecially in the Begin- 


ning of an intended Courſe of Piety, than ſuddenly to be 


carried into the higheſt Degrees of Confidence: Which, 
tho? you may call it Aſſurance, yet is really nothing but 
your own confident Fudgment concerning your ſelf : Which 
whether it be well founded or not, he is the beſt Judge, 
who is to decide your everlaſting State. St. Paul's Senſe 
of this Matter is fit to be entertained by us. 1 Cor. 4. 
3. 4, 5- I judge not mine own ſelf. Fer I know nothing 
by -my ſelf, i. e. am conſcious of nothing to my ſelf, (for 
ſo the Words ſhould have been rendred) I have no particu- 


lar Guilt to charge my ſelf with, yet am I not hereby u- 


ified : But he that judgeth me is the Lord. Therefore 
judge nothing before the Time, until the Lord come, who will 


bring to Light the hidden Things of Darkneſs, and will mate 


manifeſt the Counſels of the Hearts: And then tall every 
Man have Praiſe of Gdd. 


It is true indeed, that what you have felt you 
know you have felt: And it is a Contradiction to 
{ſuppoſe otherwiſe. But how know you that your Feeling 

has been the ſame that another has had; St. Paul, ſup- 
poſe, who was a Child of God. You have felt no other 
Feeling but your own : Nor can you certainly know, but 
by Revelation, that you have felt the very ſame Things 
that St. Paul felt. For Words cannot mfallibly convey 
to another the ſame preciſe Fee/ing that I have in my 
own Heart. No Man knows the J hings of a Man, but the 
Spirit of Man that is in him. Tis the Prerogative of God 
alone to ſearch another's Heart, Nor can this Power 
| E be communicated to a Creature; at leaſt it is to 

e preſumed, that it is not: Since God ſo often challenges 
this as a Thing peculiar to hiynſelf,---Which by the Way 
{heys us how aſſuming a Piece of Arrogance it is to paſs 

peremptory 


* 
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peremptory Sentences on one another; as ſome with a 
ſtrange Degree of Confidence preſume to do, eſpecially 
on the Foundation of Experience. For we are as liable 
perhaps to be deceived by what another zels of his Expe- 

riences, as in any other Way of judging. | 


2. Another Arong Deluſion Perſons of corrupt Minds are 
liable to in this Aﬀair of Experience, is to reſt upon it as 
their only Evidence for Heaven, without much, if any Re- 
gard to the after Tenour of their Lives ; which it may be 
contradicts it all. For having once perſyaded themſelves, 
that they are converted, and paſſed thro', what they call, a 
ſaving Change, they apprehend themſelves out of Danger ; 
nor will afterwards ſuffer themſelves to 4:ubt about their 
State: But as often as any Syſþ:ctons ariſe in their Minds, 
they preſently recur to their ſuppoſed Converſion, and ſo 
calm their Fears. But what a fatal Deluſion may this 
prove in the End ! For let your Experience have been 
what it will, yet, at beſt, it can be look'd upon only as 


the Beginning of a devout and pious Life. And he only 


that endures to the End ſhall be ſaved. Converſion, what is 
it but turning to God? And is it not as neceſſary to walk 
with Gd, as to turn to him? Conver/ion what is it, but 
turning into the Road of Happineſs ? And does not the 
Reaſm and Nature of Things ſuppoſe, that you mult cen- 
tinue in that Road, as yo! hope ever happily to arrive at 
th: End of it, 


Nor let any one reply, that to believe is the great Duty 
of the Goſpel : But to 4ubt of my Intereſt in Chriſt 1s 
Unbelief ; which is a Sin: And therefore I may not doubt, 
For I anſwer, to helene is indeed the great Duty of the 
But to lien what? Not the Juagment of your 
own Mind: But the Ti of God in the Scriptures, 
And if you can product a plain Teſtimòny from thence, 
that you, by Name, are intere/ted in Chriſt, then indeed 
it were /nſul in you to Hhubt. But Doubting about your 
State is not oppoſed to B.liaving the Timmy of Gd; bu: 
mnt Judgment of your ſelf. Now if your 
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Confidence be groundleſs, as it is very poſſible it may be, 
*tis Preſumption, not Faith. To doubt therefore in this 
Caſe is not to ſiſpect the Varacity of God, or the Suffictency 
of Chriſt, but the Truth of your Judgment concerning 
your ſelf, Nor is ſuch Doubting any where that I know 
of in Scripture condemn'd as ſinful; but rather in the 


General ſuppoſed as the prevailing Temper of gcod Men, 


But you will ſay perhaps, if I wait for ſome good Quali- 
ties in my ſelf before I believe Chriſt is the Lo RD my Righ- 
teouſnefr, and that T am accepted in him, this is a ſelfrigb- 
teous Spirit; and 1 truſt partly to my own Works and not 
zvholly to Chriſt ; which is ſinful and contrary to the Spirit 
of the Goſpel. In anſwer to this, I aſk, what do you 
mean by a Self-righteous Spirit? If by Self-righteouſneſs 
you mean perſonal Righteouſneſs, or Rectitude of Heart, 
and Regularity of Manners, or (which is the fame Thing) 
Sanctification of your Nature; then ſuch S Righteouſ- 
neſs is a neceſſary Qualification in order to evidence your 
being in Chriſt; tho? not the meritorious Cauſe of your 
Acceptance with God. To t in Chriſt to work this 
Qualification in you, in the Way and by the Means of his 
A ppointment, is wdeubtedly right : But to truſt that you 
ſhall be accepted without ſuch Sanctification of your Na- 
ture, is no doubt a flrong Deluſion. For it is to make 
Chriſt the Miniſter of Sin. To be Self-righteous, taken 
in an 1d Senſe, is not to be perſonally Righteous, or to 
depend upon perſonal Righteouſneſs, as an Evidence, as far 
as it will go, of ones being in Chriſt ; but 'tis according 
to ourSaviour's own Definition, vainly to truſt in aur ſelves that 
zwe are righteous, and to deſpiſe others. Or it is ſuperſlitiouſly 
to place a Righteouſneſs in thoſe Things, which God has 
not required, and to go about to eftabliſh a Righptenuſneſs of our 
oron, in Oppoſition to thoſe Tempers and Works, which 
God has expreſty declared to be right. Or to depend upon 
our own Works as the meritorious Cauſe of Juſtification, 
in Oppoſition to the Grace of God diſpenſed thro? the Me- 
rits of Chriſt, To be SH Righteous in any of theſe Re- 
ſpects is without Queſtion contrary to the Spirit of the 
Goſpel, © | ; 1 Again, 
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Again, Thoſe who have had little or noExperience, like 


. what has been deſcribed, are likewiſe liable to /trong Deluſion, 
if they receive not the Love of the Truth, but have Pleaſure 


in Unrighteouſneſs. 
And the | 

Firſt Miſtake you are in Danger of, is to make your 
Religion conſiſt altogether in meer dull Formality, without 
any Thing of the Life and Power of Godlineſs, having the 
Form only, and nothing of the Reality of the Thing, and 
ſo to reſt contented in ſuch a dead and lifeleſs F rame. 
For having never been much awakened and convicted of 
Sin, you do not conſider how exceeding broad the Law 
of the Lord is; nor have felt the Efficacy of that 

Vord of Ged which is quick and powerful, and Harpen than 
any two-edged Sword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit, and, of the Foints and Marrav, and is a 
Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart. Having 
never been ſufficiently humbled before God, you have little 


Senſe of your Guilt and Unworthineſs, and not having 


known your Danger, you have never fled to lay hold of the 
Hape ſet before you, nor live by the Faith of the Son of Gad. 
In this Caſe you are ſtill out of _— notwithſtanding; 
your formalProfeſſion ; or at belt are but dead and unfruit- 
ful Branches in him the true Vine. Being not ſo united to 
Chriſt, as to receive vital Influence from him, you are 
not reconciled to God ; nor can perform any acceptable 
Worſhip to him, You are in the utmoſt Hazzard of 
periſhing with Hypocrites. Nor ought you to be eaſy 
one Moment, till you have Chri/? formed in you, the Hope 
of Glory. For if any Man have not the Spirit of Chri/t, he 
is none of his, 


2. Another Thing you are in great Danger of, as a 
flrong Deluſion, eſpecially in the preſent Poſture of our 
religious Affaiis, is firſt to grow indifferent towards all 
Religion, and at length to contemn it, and ſo to be har- 
den'd in Iniquity. For when you find, or ſuppoſe you 
find many of thoſe who 73/4 much of their Lapericuces, to 
be meer Hypocrites, and conceited Enthu/a/ts, running 

into 
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into Errors, and holding nonſenſical Concluſions, (and 
it's a Wonder, if ſome ſuch may not be found) and ha- 
ving never had much if any Thing of the lie Experience 
in yourſelf, you will be apt unreaſonably to conclude, all 
Religion is vain, and the meer Effect of a heated and de- 
luded Imagination. And leſt you ſhould yourſelf become 
the Enthuſiaſt, you ſo much deſpiſe ; you will reſiſt true 
Convictions, and harden your ſelt againſt Fear. But alas 
how dreadful a Deluſion is this]! And how rightecuſiy may 
God give you up to believe a Lie, if this be the Perverſe- 
neſs of your Diſpoſition, and you have ſuch Fondneſs for 
the Pleaſures of Unrighteouſneſs ] Let me therefore moſt 
ſolemnly warn you; as you love your own Souls, not to 
ſuffer any ſecret Contempt to creep into your Hearts to- 
wards Things ſacred, becauſe of the Imprudencies, Follies, 
or even Mictedueſs of ſome Pretenders to Religion. And 
doubtleſs ſome ſuch there are now, as there have been in 
all Ages paſt. 

Do not be afraid to receive the [mpreſſions of Truth, 
for fear you ſhould run into Error. Do not reſiſt the 
Strivings of the Holy Gheſt, for fear of being led away 
with a Spirit of Deluſion. Let the Awakenings of others 
awaken you, Let the Cry of others for the Grace of 
God in Chriſt, „ir you up to accept the offer'd Mercy, 
Let even what you may ſuppoſe the falſe and ground . 
leſs Joy of others, excite you to ſeek Foy in GOD, 
Let the Confidence of others put you upon a „iricter Exa- 
mination of your ſelves, Let their Boaſtings ſerve to 
humble you, and put you upon all Diligence to work out 
your Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Give Diligence 
to make your Calling and Election ſure. Let this be the 
Buſineſs, the unweariedCare of the Elder, and theYounger, 
of the Parent, and the Child, of the Maſter, and the 
Servant. Ina Word, Let us all flrive to enter in at the 
ſtrait Gate: Fir ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow the Ii ar, 


that Ieadeth to Life ; and few there be that find it. 
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